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VY nuceptaiiiiHiii poGOTI AOCHIIKYIOTHCS 3arpo3H €J1eKTOpaIbHOI Ta pedepeHIHOi
neritumariii Biaau B [IpukopaonHi Ykpainu uepe3 npu3My HallloHaJbHOI Oe3neku. JlaHa
TEMaTUKa € aKTyaJbHOIO 4Yepe3 JOBrOTPUBANY POCIHCHKY arpecito CymnpoTH YKpaiHu,
TEHCHIIIT CBITOBOI Ta PEeTriOHAIIBHOI MOMITUKH, MTPOLIECH €BPONEHCHKOI 1IHTErpalii YKpaiHu
Ta 3BUYHI U1 YKPATHCHKOI JE€pP>KaBHOCTI MPOOJIEMH TakKi SK: HU3BKUW pIBEHb AOBIPU /10
NOJIITMYHUX 1HCTUTYTIB, MOJITHYHI KpHU3H, cilabka Oe3MeKkoBa Ta perioHajibHa MOJITHKA
Toio. OcoOauBICTIO HAYKOBOI poOOTH € Te, 110 [IpUKOPIOHHS PO3IIIAIa€ThCA aBTOPOM HE
POCTO, K reorpadiune 0OMEXEeHHS, a K CYKyIHICTh YHIKQJIbHUX Ta BIIMIHHUX 32 CBOEIO
CYTTIO PUKOPJOHHUX PETIOHIB, KOKEH 3 IKUX Ma€ CBOi KyJbTYPHI, ICTOPUYHI, COIIaIbHO-
€KOHOMIYHI1, PeiriiHi, MOBHI Ta €THIYHI OCOOJIMBOCTI, KOTP1 BIUIMBAIOTh Ha OE3MEKOBI Ta
JIETITUMAIIIHI TTPOIIECH, K PETIOHY TaK 1 Jep>KaBHU B IIOMY.

O006’exkTOM JUCEPTAIIfHOTO JOCHIDKCHHS € JIETiTUMAIlisl BIaaud 4epe3 BHOOpHU Ta
pedepernymu B YKpaiHi, a mpeaMeToM — Oe3MeKOBi 3arpo3u y cdepi eleKTopaibHoi Ta
pedepenanoi neritumartii Binaau B [Ipuxopnonni Ykpainu. MeTa qociiKeHHS MOJISITaE y
BU3HAYCHHI Ta aHali3l OCHOBHHMX O€3MEKOBHX 3arpo3 y cdepi enexTopaipbHOI Ta
pedepenaHOi NeriTuMaitii BJIajau B NMPUKOPIOHHUX oOJacTsaX Ykpainu Ta (hopmyBaHHS
MIPOTIO3UIIIT OO MPOTHIT JaHUM 3arpo3am. st JocsTHEHHST MeTH Oysio copMOBaHO Ta
BHPIIICHO HHU3KY 3aBJAaHb. BU3HAYCHO TCOPETHKO-METOMOJOTIYHI 3acaaul JOCIIKCHHS;
MPOAHAaI30BaHO HOPMATHUBHO-IHCTUTYIIIITHE 3a0e3nedeHHs: BUOOpPIiB Ta pedepeHaymiB Ha
npeaMeT  BIIMNOBIIHOCTI Cy4YaCHMM BHUKIMKaM Ta 3arpo3aM; BHOKPEMJIEHO Ta
MpOaHaII30BaHO OCHOBHI JIETITUMAI[IKHI Ta 0e3neKoBl BUKINKU y [IpukopaonHi Ykpainu;
JOCJIJI>KEHO OCHOBHI 3arpo3u MOJITUYHOTO MaHinyitoBaHHS B [lpukopnonHi YkpaiHi y

cthepi BubopiB Ta pedepeniymiB. CTPYKTYPHO poOOTa CKIIaIa€ThCsl 31 BCTYILY, YOTUPHOX



pO3AUIIB, MOAUIEHMX HAa 13 miApO3ALIIB, BUCHOBKIB, CIHUCKY BHKOPHUCTAHHUX JKEpEN 1
JOJIaTKIB.

VY nmepumomMy po3auil JUCEPTALIHOrO JOCIIIKEHHS aBTOpP PO3KPUBAE TEOPETHUKO-
METOJIOJOTTYHI 3acaau JIOCHiKeHHS. [l AOCHiIKEeHHs JIeTITUMALIMHUX TpOLEciB Ta
OE3MEeKOBUX SBHUI BHOKPEMJICHO HAYKOB1 MIAXOAW: CHUCTEeMHUW — ISl JOCIHIJKCHHS
CUCTEMHU HAIlIOHAJbHOT O€3MeKH; HEOIHCTUTYLIOHATI3M — JJs JOCHIKEHHS BILIUBY
dopManbHUX Ta HePOpMaJIbHUX IHCTUTYTIB Ha MNOMITUYHUN mnpocTip IlpuxopaoHHs
YkpaiHu; KOHCTPYKTHUBI3M — Ui JOCTIIDKEHHS KOHCTPYIOBaHHS 1JEHTHYHOCTEH Yy
[IpukopnonHi YKpaiHnu; MIHHICHUN — A aHamizy sBUL y cepi O6e3neku ta popMyBaHHS
BUCHOBKIB 1 pEKOMEHJAlli 3 ypaxXyBaHHSIM I[IHHICHOTO KOMIIOHEHTa SK YMOBH
eBporerchbkoi 1HTerpaiii Ykpainu. KomMOiHyBaHHS TEOPETHUYHMX MIAXOAIB 1 0€3MeKOBUX
JOKYMEHTIB Ta KOHUEMNIIA Ja€ 3MOTy BH3HAUWTH, IO eJeKTopalibHa (pedepeHna)
JIETiTUMAIIIS BJIaJIH, K MPOIeC HAOYTTS BAOOPHUMHU OpraHaMu (TIOJITUYHUMU PIILIEHHSIMH )
JIETITUMHOCTI, € 00’€EKTOM 3aXHCTy OE3MEeKOBOI MOJITUKU Jep)KaBH. AHaJI3 1 TOEIHAHHS
MOJIEpHUX Ta MOCTMOJAEPHHUX MIIXOJIB JA€ 3MOTY AOCHIAUTH KoHuenT [lpukopnonus Ta
KOHIIENTyaJIbHI OCHOBU TIOJIITUKH 1HO3€MHHUX jepxaB miono Ilpuxopmonus Ykpainu.
BukopuctanHs 3araJbHOHAYKOBMX METOJIB: aHali3y, CHHTE3y, IHAYKIII Ta AeAYKIIi,
y3arajibHEHHsI, ICTOPUYHOTO, MOPIBHJIBHOTO, MOJIITUKO-TIPABOBOI'O aHAII3y, €KCIIEPTHUX
OIIIHOK, TMEPBUHHOTO 1 BTOPUHHOT'O KOHTEHT-aHATI3y (K KUIBKICHOTO, TaK 1 SIKICHOTO), a
TaKoXK (DOPMyBaHHS 3HAYHOI JKEPEIbHOI 0a3M JT03BOJIIE KOMIUICKCHO JOCITIIUTH OOpaHy
TEMY.

VY apyromy po3auti IOCHIIKEHHS aBTOPOM PO3KPUTO OpraHi3alliiiHi Ta MOJITHYHI
0CcOOJMBOCTI MpoBeAeHHS BUOOpiB Ta pedepenaymiB y [Ipukopaonni Ykpainu. 3okpema,
3BEpPHEHO YyBary Ha MpoOJieMy MOJITUYHOI y4acTi HAI[IOHAJbHUX MEHIIHWH y BUOOpPYHUX 1
pedbepernanX mporecax. Ha gymKy aBTopa, KIIOYOBOIO TMPOOJIEMOIO Ta 3arpo30r0
oprasizamii MailOyTHIX MICISIBOEHHUX BHOOpIB, € pocCiiichbka arpecis Ta 1i HACIIIKH:
OKyTaIlisi YacTHHU TEPUTOpi VYKpaiHW, AETmOmynAiis PerioHiB MiBJEHHO-CXiTHOTO
[Tpuxopmonns, 30u1bIeHHS K1IbKOCTI BITO Ta 61keHI1iB 3a KOpIOHOM ToI1110. Po3B’s13aHHA
aKTyaJbHHUX MpPOOJIEeM Ta HENOJIKIB aJMIHICTPYBaHHS BHOOpIB BHSBICHHUX I Yac

nonepeAHix BUOOPUYMX IUKIIB MOTpeOye MacIITaOHUX OpraHi3aliiHUX 3YCHIIb 3 OOKY



BUKOHABYOI Ta 3aKOHOAaBUOi Biagu. KIIOYOBOIO BHMOTOIO [UIsl  YJOCKOHAJICHHS
IHCTUTYLIMHO-HOPMAaTUBHOrO 3a0e3nedYeHHs] BHOOPIB € HEoOXIAHICTh 3a0e3nedyeHHs
BIJIKPUTOCTI, TPO30POCT1 Ta JEMOKPATUUHOCTI MPOIIECY SIK 3aMOPYKH JeriTuMallii BHOOpiB
1 0cO00IMBO Oe3MeKn BUOOPUOTO MPOIIECY.

OkpeMmy yBary MpUAUICHO PO3B’SI3aHHIO TMpobiieM 1 3arpo3 pedepeHmaHoro
3aKOHOJABCTBA YKpaiHU, a caMme: 1) pu3uMKaM MOJITUYHOTO MAaHIMYyJIIOBAaHHS HABKOJIO
npenMery pedepenaymy; 2) opraHizaimiiiHo-aJIMiHICTPAaTUBHUM MpoOiemaM; 3) pu3ukam
HU3bKOi SBKM Ha MICIEBUX pedepeHayMax. ABTOp HArojomrye, Mo 3aKOHOIABIEM
NPOIrHOPOBAHO YacCTHHY pekoMeHaaliil Beneriancekoi komicii 1o 3akony Ykpainu «IIpo
BCEYKpaiHCHKHI pedepeHIyM», 1 TOoMepe/kKae Mpo MOXKIMBICTH MOBTOPEHHS CXOYKOTO
CLIEHApiI0 y BUMAAKY 3aKkoHONPOoeKTY «IIpo micueBuii pedepengym» NeS512.

VY TperboMy po3aiIl JTOCHIIKEHHSI aKIIEHTOBAHO yBary Ha HM3Il 1H(POpMAIIHHUX 1
noJliTHYHUX 3arpo3 y [lpukopaonni Ykpainu. 3HauHui 1HO3eMHUM BIUIMB Ha PET10HATBHUN
iHbOpMaLIHUN MPOCTIP, ICHYBAHHS «OUTUX IIJISIMY» BITYH3HSHOTO TEJIEPaI0NMPOCTOPY Ta
3HAaYHE 3POCTaHHA MOMYJISIPHOCTI COLIIAIbBHUX MEPEK 1 MECEHXKEPIB CBITYUTH PO HUZBKUH
piBeHb 3axuineHocTi iHopmarliiiHoro npoctopy I[Ipukopmonns. Jlana mpobOiema crana
KPUTUYHOIO B TEPioJi MOBHOMACIITAOHOTO POCIHCHKOTO BTOPTHEHHS, BHACIIIOK YOO
iHbopMariitHui pocTtip [IpuKOpAOHHS EPETBOPUBCS HA IHCTPYMEHT BIUIMBY 1HO3EMHUX
TIEpIKaB.

Tpanumiitno CKIagHUM MUTAHHAM JUIs YKpainu € mpobiiema OimaTpu3My MEITKaHI[IB
[TpukopmoHHs. AHaNi3 MPAaKTUK MAcOBOI MPHUMYCOBOI POCIMCHKOI «ImacmopTu3allii» Ha
OKYTIOBAaHHUX TEPUTOPISAX, & TAKOK PYMYHCBKOI Ta YTOPCHKOT «AacIopTU3aIlii» Ha TEPUTOPIi
YepHiBenbkoi Ta 3akaprnaTchkoi oOJacTel CBITYUTH MPO peajbHI OE3MeKOBl 3arpo3wu.
Peanizamist GimaTpumaMu MACMBHOTO Ta aKTMBHOTO BHOOPUYOTO IMpaBa CTBOPIOE CYTTEBI
PU3HKH JIeneriTuMartii Bubopuoro nporecy. Ha ocHOBI pe3ynbTaTiB TOCTIKEHHS] aBTOPOM
3aIMpOTIOHOBAHO/BHOKPEMIICHO CXEMY/MEXaHi3M JeNeriTuMaliii BUOOpPYOro TMporecy
BHACIIZIOK/3a y4acTi B HbOMY KaHIUIATIB 3 MOJBIHHUM (MHOXXMHHHM) TPOMAJISTHCTBOM,
MPOAHATI30BAHO OCTAHHI 3aKOHOJAaBYl IHIIIATUBU WIOJ0 PO3B’SI3aHHS MPOOJIEeMU
MHOKMHHOTO TPOMAJSHCTBA Ta 3alpOINOHOBAaHO BJACHI pEeKOMEHAAIIl YperyarOBaHHS

CUTYaIIli.



AHani3 mapTiiHOTO CKJaJy OpraHiB JIOKaJIbHUX 1 PEerioHaJbHUX OPraHiB BIaau B
[Ipukop10HHI1 3acBiIUYe€, IO MpoLec OOPOTHOU 3 MPOPOCIUCHKUMU NOJITUYHUMU NAPTisIMU
IIe HE 3aBepIUICHO. A O0TXe, Ha JYMKY aBTOpPa, BapTO MEPETIISTHYTH Ta OHOBUTHU MIJXOAH JI0
BIPOBA/PKCHHSI TOJITHYHUX OOMEXKEHb Ha OCHOBI MapTIHHOTO KpPUTEPiHO, BOJHOYAC
30epiraroyu JIETITUMHICTh OpPraHiB MICHEBOIO CaMOBPSAYyBaHHS Ha MIJKOHTPOJbHUX
VYkpaini Teputopisx. 3 iHIIOro OOKY, Ha JEOKYNOBAaHUX TEPUTOPISAX, HABIOAKU, HE BAPTO
MOCITIIIIATH 3 BITHOBJICHHSAM MiCIIEBOTO CAaMOBPSITyBaHHS.

YerBepTHil pO3AUT AUCEPTALIMHOTO JIOCHIIKEHHS MPUCBSYCHUN OE3MEeKOBUM
3arpo3aM TOJITHYHOTO MAaHIMyJTIOBaHHS BHOOpPYMMHU Ta pedepeHIHUMH MpolecaMu B
[IpukopnonHi VYkpainu. 3HayHy yBary B JOCHIJUKEHH1 NPUIUIEHO JEeriTUMalidiHUM
TEXHOJIOTiAM pOCiiichKHX nceBopedepeHIyMiB Ha THMYACOBO OKYTIOBAHUX TEPUTOPIiAX. 1x
aHaii3 3aCBIMYMB HIKYEMHICTH cpoO pd MOCATTH 30BHINIHBOMOIITHYHOIT JIETITUMHOCTI
«pedeperaymiBy. pd Hamani BUKOPUCTOBYBATUME IMOJIITHUYHE Ta 1HGOpMaIliiiHe 3HAYCHHS
niceBopedepeHIyMIB Y KOHTEKCTI POCIMChKO-YKPaiHChKOI BIHU Ta JIOKJIaJaTUME 3yCHIIb
JUISL TIPOCYBAaHHS TE3M TPO HEOOXITHICTh MPOBEICHHS HOBHUX «pedepeHIyMiB» I
HaTJISIIOM MDKHAPOHUX OpTraHi3allii.

JloBesieHO, 110 MEBHI JICTITUMAIlIHI PU3UKHA Ta 3arpo3u TMOB’s3aHi 13 3aJTyYeHHSIM
MDKHapOJHUX OpraHi3alliid 10 MpoIecy CIIOCTePEKEHHS 3a BUOOpaMu Ta pedepeHIyMamu.
HepxxaBu Ilpuxopmonns, a ocobmuBo YropuuHa, PymyHis Ta pd akTuBHO
BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTh BJIACHY IMPHUCYTHICTh B MDKHAPOJHHX OpraHizallisax 3ajjs BIUIMBY Ha
mpoliec eJIeKTopainbHoi Ta pedepeHaHoi neritmmarii Bmaau B Ykpaini. OkpiM TOTO,
Jiep’KaBa-arpecop aKTHUBHO BIAEThCA JIO IMITYBaHHS IHCTHTYTY MDKHApOJHOTO
CIIOCTEpEKEHHS TIPH MPOBECHHI TIceBI0opePepeHIyMiB Ta TICEBIOBHUOOPIB.

ABTOpOM TPOAHAII30BAHO MPAKTUKH 1HO3EMHOTO BTPYYaHHS y BUOOPYI MPOIIECH B
[Tpukopnonni Ykpaiau. TpaauiiitHo HalOUIBITy aKTUBHICTH TYT JAEMOHCTpyE pd, sKa
OpraHi3oBy€ MpOBOKaIlii, KOH(IIKTH Ta iH(pOpMaIliifHiI omeparlii Ha E€THOIMOJITHYHY Ta
MOBHY TeMAaTHKH. 3HAYHY aKTUBHICTH IEMOHCTPYIOTh PymyHist Ta YropiuHa, siki akTHBHO
MIATPUMYIOTh BiacHi jgiaciopu B [IpuKOp/IOHHI, a TakoX, y BHUMAJKY YTOPIIHHH,
MIATPUMYIOTh PErioHaIbHI YrOpChbKl MOJIITUYHI TpPoeKkTU. be3nexkoBa cutyamis €

HECTPUATINBOIO B OaraTboX perioHax [I[pukopioHHS, 110 BUSBISETHCS Yepe3 JOMIHYBaHHS



€THIYHUX 1 PErioHaJbHUX 1IEHTUYHOCTEH, MIATPUMKY cenapaTu3My, HU3bKHIl pIBEHb
JOBIpHU 10 Biiaau. BiAnoBia/to Ha JaH1 BUKIUKY € IEPErJIsij Ta yI0CKOHAIEHHS BITYU3HSAHOT
€THOIOITUKH, MOJIITUKH 1IEHTUYHOCTI, pETrlIOHAJIBHOI Ta O€3MEKOBOI MOJIITUKHU.

HacaMmkiHenp aBTOp MPONOHYE HU3KY MPAKTUYHUX PEKOMEHAAIIH, sIK1 103BOJSIOThH
MOKpAIIUTH IPOLECH aJMIHICTpYBaHHs BUOOPIB Ta pedpepeHaymiB 1 3a0e3neuntu Oe3neKy
Ta JIETITUMHICTb MICIIBOEHHUX €JIEKTOpPaIbHUX 1 peepeHaHux npoieciB y [IpukopaoHHi
YkpaiHu.

Kuarwuosi caoBa: €sponeiickkuii  Coro3, 0e3mneka, JAEMOKpaTisi, TMOJITHYHE
MaHINyJIIOBaHHSA, TOJITUYHI I1HCTUTYTH, POCIMCbKO-yKpaiHChbKa BiliHa, NHUQpPOBi3aLis,
iHpOpMaIliiiHl TEXHOJIOT1], MOJITHKA, JI€OKyHallisi, OpraHd MICUEBOr0 CaMOBPSAYBaHHS,

NOJIITUYHA y4yacTh, [Ipukopaonns Ykpainu, BuOopu Tta peepeHiymMu, JIeriTuMallis Biaju.

ABSTRACT

Opinko S.O. Security threats of electoral and referendum legitimation of power
in the Borderlands of Ukraine — Qualifying scientific work on the rights of manuscript.

Thesis for obtaining the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in specialty 052 — Political
Science (05 — Social and Behavioral Sciences). — Yuriy Fedkovich Chernivtsi National
University, Chernivtsi, 2025.

The dissertation, examines the threats to electoral and referendum legitimation of
power in the Borderlands of Ukraine, through the prism of national security. This topic is
relevant due to the long-term Russian aggression against Ukraine, trends in world and
regional politics, the processes of Ukraine’s European integration and the usual problems
for Ukrainian statehood, such as: low level of trust in political institutions, political crises,
weak security and regional policy, etc. The peculiarity of the scientific work is that the
border region is considered by the author not simply as a geographical limitation, but as a
set of unique and inherently different border regions, each of which has its own cultural,
historical, socio-economic, religious, linguistic and ethnic features that influence on security

and legitimation processes, both of the region and the state as a whole.



The object of the dissertation research is the legitimation of power through elections
and referendums in Ukraine, and the subject is the security threats in the field of electoral
and referendum legitimation of power in the Borderlands of Ukraine. The purpose of the
research is to identify and analyze the main security threats in the field of electoral and
referendum legitimation of power in the border regions of Ukraine and to formulate a
proposal to counteract these threats. To achieve the goal, a number of tasks were formulated
and solved: the theoretical and methodological foundations of the study were defined; the
regulatory and institutional support for elections and referendums was analyzed for
compliance with modern challenges and threats; the main legitimation and security
challenges in Borderlands of Ukraine were identified and analyzed; the main threats of
political manipulation in the Borderlands of Ukraine in the field of elections and
referendums were investigated. Structurally, the work consists of an introduction, four
chapters divided into 13 subsections, conclusions, a list of sources used, and appendices.

In the first section of the dissertation research, the author reveals the theoretical and
methodological foundations of the research. To study legitimation processes and security
phenomena, scientific approaches have been identified: systemic - for studying the national
security system; neo-institutionalism - for studying the influence of formal and informal
institutions on the political space of the Border Region of Ukraine; constructivism - for
studying the construction of identities in the Border Region of Ukraine; valuable - for the
analysis of phenomena in the field of security and the formation of conclusions and
recommendations taking into account the value component as a condition for the European
integration of Ukraine. The combination of theoretical approaches and security documents
and concepts makes it possible to determine that the electoral (referendum) legitimation of
power, as the process of gaining legitimacy by elected bodies (political decisions), is the
object of protection of the state's security policy. The analysis and combination of modern
and postmodern approaches allows us to explore the concept of the Borderlands and the
conceptual foundations of foreign states' policies regarding the Borderlands of Ukraine. The
use of general scientific methods: analysis, synthesis, induction and deduction,

generalization, historical, comparative, political and legal analysis, expert assessments,



primary and secondary content analysis (both quantitative and qualitative), as well as the
formation of a significant source base allows for a comprehensive study of the chosen topic.

In the second chapter of the study, the author reveals the organizational and political
features of holding elections and referendums in the Borderlands of Ukraine. In particular,
attention is drawn to the problem of political participation of national minorities in election
and referendum processes. According to the author, the key problem and threat to the
organization of future post-war elections is Russian aggression and its consequences: the
occupation of part of the territories of Ukraine, the depopulation of the regions of the
southeastern Borderland and the increase in the number of IDPs and refugees abroad, etc.
Addressing the current problems and shortcomings of election administration identified
during previous election cycles requires large-scale organizational efforts by the executive
and legislative branches. A key requirement for improving the institutional and regulatory
support for elections is the need to ensure openness, transparency, and democracy of the
process as a guarantee of the legitimacy of elections. On the other hand, it is necessary to
ensure the security of the electoral process.

Special attention should be paid to solving the problems and threats of the referendum
legislation of Ukraine, namely: 1) the risks of political manipulation around the subject of
the referendum; 2) organizational and administrative problems; 3) the risks of low turnout
at local referendums. The author emphasizes that the legislator ignored some of the
recommendations of the Venice Commission to the Law of Ukraine "On the All-Ukrainian
Referendum”, and warns of the possibility of a similar scenario repeating in the case of the
draft law "On Local Referendum™ No. 5512.

In the third section of the study, attention is focused on a number of informational and
political threats in the Borderlands of Ukraine. A significant degree of foreign influence on
the regional information space, the existence of "white spots" in the domestic television and
radio space, and the significant growth in the popularity of social networks and messengers
indicate a low level of security of the information space of the Borderlands. This problem
became critical during the period of the full-scale Russian invasion, as a result of which the

information space of the Borderland turned into an instrument of influence of foreign states.



Traditionally, a difficult issue for Ukraine is the problem of bipatriism among the
residents of the Borderlands. An analysis of the practices of mass forced Russian
«passporting» in the occupied territories, as well as Romanian and Hungarian «passporting»
in the territories of Chernivtsi and Zakarpattia regions, indicates certain security threats. The
implementation of passive and active suffrage by bipatris creates significant risks of
delegitimation of the electoral process. Based on the results of the study, the author
proposed/identified a scheme/mechanism of delegitimization of the electoral process due
to/with the participation of candidates with dual (multiple) citizenship, analyzed the latest
legislative initiatives to resolve the problem of multiple citizenship, and offered his own
recommendations for resolving the situation.

An analysis of the party composition of local and regional authorities in the
Borderlands confirms that the process of fighting pro-Russian political parties is not yet
complete. Therefore, in the author's opinion, it is necessary to review and update approaches
to the implementation of political restrictions based on party criteria, while it is necessary
to preserve the legitimacy of local self-government bodies in the territories controlled by
Ukraine. On the other hand, in the case of de-occupied territories, on the contrary, there
should be no rush to restore local self-government.

The fourth section of the dissertation research is devoted to the security threats of
political manipulation of electoral and referendum processes in the Borderlands of Ukraine.
Considerable attention is paid in the study to the legitimation technologies of Russian
pseudo-referendums on the temporarily occupied territories. Their analysis demonstrated
the futility of the Russian Federation’s attempts to achieve foreign policy legitimacy for the
“referendums”. The Russian Federation will continue to use the political and informational
significance of the pseudo-referendums in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war and will
make efforts to promote the thesis of the need to hold new “referendums” under the
supervision of international organizations.

It is proven that certain legitimation risks and threats are associated with the
involvement of international organizations in the process of observing elections and
referendums. The border states, and especially the Hungary, Romania, Russian Federation,

are actively using their presence in international organizations to influence the process of



electoral and referendum legitimation of power in Ukraine. In addition, the aggressor state
actively tries to imitate the institution of international observation when conducting pseudo-
referendums and pseudo-elections.

The author analyzed the practices of foreign interference in electoral processes in the
Borderlands of Ukraine. Traditionally, the Russian Federation, which organizes
provocations, conflicts and information operations on ethno-political and linguistic topics,
Is the most active here. Significant activity is demonstrated by Romania and Hungary, which
actively support their own diasporas in the Borderlands, and also, in the case of Hungary,
support regional Hungarian political projects. The security situation is unfavorable in many
regions of the Borderlands, which is manifested through the dominance of ethnic and
regional identities, support for separatism, and low levels of trust in the authorities. The
response to these challenges is to review and improve national ethno-politics, identity
politics, regional and security policies.

In the end, the author offers a number of practical recommendations that allow to
improve the processes of administration of elections and referendums, and to ensure the
security and legitimacy of post-war electoral and referendum processes in the Borderlands
of Ukraine.

Keywords: European Union, security, democracy, political manipulation, political
institutions, Russian-Ukrainian war, digitalization, information technologies, politics, de-
occupation, local self-government bodies, political participation, Borderlands of Ukraine,

elections and referendums, legitimation of power.
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